Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ISLAMA 01270 051016Z 

12 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 

AID-05 IGA-02 MC-02 ACDA-05 /072 W 

061437 

P R 050914Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4009 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 1270 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PK, IR, MASS 

SUBJECT: IRANIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO PAKISTAN 

REF: ISLAMABAD 1253 

1. AS A FRESH SUBJECT, WHICH HE DID NOT ATTEMPT TO 

RELATE DIRECTLY TO HIS REPORT ON PAK-AFGHAN DEVELOPMENTS, 
THE MAJOR TOPIC OF OUR FEBRUARY 4 MEETING (REFTEL), FOREIGN 
SECRETARY AGHA SHAHI TOLD ME THAT BHUTTO HOPED I WOULD 
HAVE SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE IRANIANS ON MY 
COMING TRIP TO TEHRAN ON THE GENERAL ISSUE OF PAKISTAN'S 
NEED FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE. 

2. SHAHI MENTIONED THAT AS WE WERE AWARE, THE GOP WAS 
BOTH SEEKING MILITARY EQUIPMENT FROM IRAN AND IRANIAN 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR PURCHASES FROM THE U.S. AND 
ELSEWHERE. HE SAID BHUTTO THOUGHT I MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
GIVE THE IRANIANS SOME FRESH INSIGHTS INTO THE 
PROBLEMS THE PAKS FACE IN THE SECURITY AREA. 

3. IN DISCUSSING THIS ISSUE, SHAHI BROUGHT ME UP- 
TO-DATE ON WHAT FOR THE PAKS HAS BEEN A DISAPPOINTING 
SETBACK IN THEIR EFFORTS TO GET HELP FROM TEHRAN. 

HE RECALLED THAT THE GOP HAD BEEN TREMENDOUSLY 
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COMMITMENT OF $150 MILLION FOR THE PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT 
ON HIS DECEMBER TRIP TO TEHRAN. (WE SAY DIRECT 
EVIDENCE OF THIS PAK UNDERSTANDING OF THE IRANINA 
COMMITMENT IN GOP READINESS TO GO AHEAD ON LETTERS 
OF OFFER AND ACCEPTANCE FOR THE PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT 
FROM US IN THE WEEKS FOLLOWING AZIZ' RETURN TO PAKISTAN.) 
SHAHI SAID IT HAD COME AS A SURPRISE THAT THE IRANIANS 
ARE TAKING THE POSITION THAT THIS $150 MILLION IS ONLY 
AN ADVANCE ON THE THREE- YEAR BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 
ASSISTANCE PROMISED BY THE SHAH IN HIS MEETING WITH 
BHUTTO ON THE ISLAND OF KISH AS LONG AGO AS MARCH 1974. 

HE SAID THAT AT THE TIME OF THE KISH TALKS IT WAS 
BHUTTO'S UNDERSTANDING THAT THE AMOUNT PLEDGED WAS 
FOR GENERAL BALANCE OF PAYMENTS USES BY PAKISTAN 
AND THAT AZIZ AHMED HAD RETURNED WITH WHAT TURNED 
OUT TO BE THE MISTAKEN BELIEF THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
ASSURANCES OF A NEW COMMITMENT OVER AND ABOVE THE 
PREVIOUS ONE FOR BALANCE OF PAYMENTS PURCHASES. 

4. 1 TOLD SHAHI THAT IN VIEW OF OUR LONG RECOGNIZED 
INTEREST IN PAKISTAN'S SECURITY AND IN STRENGTHENING 
PAK-IRANIAN TIES IN GENERAL AND IN THE DEFENSE AREA 
IN PARTICULAR, I WOULD NATURALLY WANT TO BE HELPFUL 
IF I COULD. I SAID MY VISIT TO TEHRAN WAS PRIMARILY 
TO RETURN THE 1974 VISIT HERE OF AMBASSADOR HELMS AND 
GENERAL LIAISON BETWEEN OUR TWO EMBASSIES, COUPLED 
WITH A FEW DAYS OF HOLIDAY SKIING. I WOULD OF COURSE 
TALK THIS OVER WITH AMBASSADOR HELMS AND WOULD DO 
WHAT EVER SEEMED APPROPRIATE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 
BYROADE 
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